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Dear Ken  

 

As Australia emerges from COVID-19, there are numerous measures we can 

take to ensure Australia’s post-pandemic future simultaneously reduces 

carbon emissions and takes climate action. 

  

Many members of the ANU Energy Change Institute and Climate Change 

Institute have contributed their ideas to the Australian Government’s 

Technology Investment Roadmap discussion paper, in our public events, 

and media appearances. 

  

We’ve also distilled them in our submissions lodged late last month with the 

Department of Industry, Science, Resources and Energy, which is drafting 

the document for the Government. 

  

You can read our submissions from the Energy Change Institute, the Climate 

Change Institute, the Crawford School's Centre for Climate and Energy 

Policy, and two from the Battery Storage and Grid Integration Program. 

 

We look forward to seeing the final version of the Roadmap, and contributing 

to further discussions and actions as we help transition Australia to a zero-
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emissions future. 

 

I also wanted to thank more than a dozen members of the ANU Energy 

Change and Climate Change Institutes who contributed to a major report by 

the peak body representing Australia’s eight research-intensive universities, 

the Group of Eight. 

  

The resulting report, COVID-19 Roadmap to Recovery: A Report for the 

Nation, will help shape a research-led path as the shutdown restrictions 

continue to be eased in most jurisdictions. 

 

Almost 30 researchers from across the ANU, including ECI-CCI members 

Emma Aisbett, Sara Bice, Lachlan Blackhall, Robert Breunig, Rebecca 

Colvin, Katherine Daniell, Jorrit Gosens, John Hewson, Mark Howden, 

Llewelyn Hughes, Frank Jotzo, Warwick McKibbin, Roslyn Prinsley, Adrian 

Sheppard, Paul Wyrwoll and myself gave our time and expertise during the 

lockdown to help inform the report. 

 

Finally, as July may be the last month we’ll run our public events as online-

only once on-campus restrictions ease, we hope you’ll join the next ECI 

Energy Conversation on carbon-neutral aerospace fuels on 22 July with Prof. 

Wojciech Lipinski, and also the CCI's COVID-19 and Climate Change online 

series on 9 and 23 July. 

  

  

Regards, 

 

Professor Ken Baldwin 

Director, Energy Change Institute 
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Online events 

 

 

 

COVID-19 and Climate Change 

series: Communications 

Thurs 9 July, 12pm 

More details 

 

Energy Conversations: Carbon-

neutral fuels for aerospace 

Wed 22 July, 4-5:30pm 

More details 

 

 

Commodity price shocks and the 

seasonality of civil unrest 

Tue 14 July, 2-3:30pm 

More details 

 

COVID-19 and Climate Change 

series: Health Implications 

Thurs 23 July, 12pm 

More details 
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News 

 

 

 

Students edge closer to career 

goals, thanks to Prosser 

scholarships  

The Jennifer and Ian Prosser Scholarship, which 

assists first-year ANU Master of Energy Change 

students, has this year been awarded to two 

people – Oscar Starmer and Tom Atkins. 

Read more 

 

   
 

 

 

Labor's climate wars truce is 

cause for hope, as long as it 

doesn't lead to bipartisan inaction 

By Prof Frank Jotzo, The Guardian, 24 June 

Taken at face value, Anthony Albanese’s 

intervention throws a positive challenge to the 

government 

Read more 

 

   
 

 

 

Australia has failed miserably on 

energy efficiency – and 

government figures hide the truth  

By Honorary Associate Professor Hugh Saddler, 

The Conversation, 23 June 

Amid the urgent need to slow climate change by 

cutting greenhouse gas emissions, energy 

efficiency makes sense. 

Read more 
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Putting stimulus spending to the 

test: 4 ways a smart government 

can create jobs and cut emissions 

by Dr Thomas Longden, Prof Frank Jotzo, and 

PhD student Zeba Anjum, The Conversation, 12 

June 

The COVID-19 recession is coming, and federal 

and state governments are expected to spend 

more money to stimulate economic growth. Done 

well, this can make Australia’s economy more 

productive, improve quality of life and help the 

low-carbon transition. 

Read more 

 

   
 

 

Event recordings 

 

 

 

COVID-19 and Climate Change - Policy 

responses 

In this webinar, Prof Mark Howden is joined by 

Prof Sharon Friel, an expert in health policy and 

climate change, and leading economist Prof 

Warwick McKibbin to discuss how policymakers 

are responding to COVID-19 and what we can 

learn regarding climate policy responses. 

Watch here 

 

Australia, climate change and the pandemic 

ECI Director Prof Ken Baldwin speaks to Jo 

Evans (Department of Industry, Science, Energy 

and Resources), 

Emma Herd (Investor Group on Climate 

Change), 

& Andrew Liveris (formerly Dow Chemical 

Company) to discuss climate action. This session 

was part of the ANU Crawford Leadership Forum 

Big Picture Series 2020. 

Watch here 

 

Podcasts 
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Climate Update podcast - Siberia Heatwave 

IThis episode discusses a heatwave in the Arctic 

Circle, where the Siberian town Verkhoyansk 

reached 38° Celsius on 20 June, 2020. While 

unverified, it remains the highest temperature 

recorded in the Arctic Circle. 

Listen here 

 

COVID-19 and climate – dealing with the 

diabolical 

This episode of Democracy Sausage looks at 

tackling the climate crisis as Australia is still 

battling the coronavirus. Mark Kenny is joined by 

Kieran Gilbert, Frank Jotzo, and Marija Taflaga.  

Listen here  

 

Tech neutrality and green industrial policy: 

Odd couple or unholy marriage?  

In this presentation, Dr Emma Aisbett expands 

on research into conditional tech neutrality she 
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co-authored with Dr Fiona Beck and Dr Wenting 

Cheng. All three scholars are part of the ANU 

Grand Challenge: Zero-Carbon Energy for the 

Asia Pacific. 

Listen here 

 

Two of Canberra's hottest places are solar 

facilities at ANU 

Prof Wojciech Lipinski explains the solar 

simulator, equivalent to 10,000 suns, the ANU 

Big Dish, and solar researchers' projects in this 

ABC Radio Canberra interview on the capital's 

hottest 100 places in winter. Prof Lipinski 

appears at 46:00. 

Listen here  

 

Other news 

World food system 'faces growing crisis', media release, Commission for the Human Future, 29 June 

2020 

Final Report on Global Food Security, Commission for the Human Future, June 2020 

Asia risks missing 'green' economic reset after coronavirus, featuring Dr Jorrit Gosen, 23 June 

The reinvention of Japan’s power supply is not making much headway, featuring Assoc. Prof. Llewelyn 

Hughes, 13 June 

The fatal road to +4 degrees Celsius, by Dr Andrew Glikson, 19 April 2020 

 

Other initiatives and events 

Call for abstracts due 13 July for 2020 Asia-Pacific Solar Research Conference, 30 Nov-2 Dec, 

Melbourne 

Final call for papers: submissions due 31 July for ‘This changes everything!’? Australia and the post-

pandemic world, Interdisciplinary Virtual Symposium, ANU, 22 October 2020 

Dissonance exhibition by CCI Visiting Fellow, Ngaio Fitzpatrick - showing until 3 October 
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