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Dear reader

With fires still burning to the south of Canberra and many other places and smoke haze 

stifling the city, our thoughts are with all those impacted by the terrible bush fires 

throughout the country over the past few months. The recovery process will take time and 

care.

The role of climate change in driving the unprecedented scale and intensity of Australian 

fires is becoming increasingly clear. The extreme fire conditions we've experienced have 

been driven by high temperatures, dry air and dry fuel, all of which are linked to our 

changing climate. In particular, 2019 was Australia's hottest and driest year since records 

began – which was why the fire chiefs identified early on that this was going to be a 

challenging fire season. 

ANU has been responding to the bushfire crisis in multiple ways. Experts such as Prof 

Sotiris Vardoulakis have developed guidelines on how to protect yourself from smoke. 

Many ANU experts have been providing explanations and commentary in the media 

helping the community and policymakers stay informed. ANU academics including A/Prof 

Geoff Carey and Prof Phil Gibbons have done world-leading research to help inform policy 

and land management responses across a range of fields including reducing risks to 

infrastructure and human lives and protecting human health and our native ecosystems. 

Ultimately, this bushfire season is evidence of what scientists have been warning of for 

decades.  Unless we act urgently to move to a net zero-emissions economy, we're set to 

experience extreme events such as this on an increasingly frequent basis. The net-zero by 

2045 strategy here in the ACT is a great model of what can be done and it illustrates how 
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moving to renewable energy sources can also lower electricity prices.

Next week, 500 of us will come together for the annual ANU Climate Update, where we'll 

discuss not just how our climate changed in 2019, but also how different groups and 

communities are responding. While the event is currently booked out, if you are keen to 

attend, please register for the waiting list as more seats may become available. It will also 

be live streamed via our Facebook page. We're also holding Climate Update events in 

Melbourne (with RMIT) and Townsville (with James Cook University) in March, so if you're 

based near there, stay tuned for more details. 

Regards,

Professor Mark Howden

Director, Climate Change Institute

Events

ANU Climate Update 2020

Wed 12 Feb, 2:45-6:30pm

Read more

Imagining Australia with 100% 

renewable energy: how do we get 

there?

Energy Change Institute Open Day 

2020

Mon 17 Feb, 9am-1pm

Read more

Towards a long-term emissions 

strategy for Australia: 

perspectives on scenarios, 
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Mon 17 Feb, 5:30-7:30pm

Read more

Evaluating climate change 

mitigation policy of Japan: A 

multi-model approach

Tues 11 Feb, 12-1:30pm

Read more

investment, and industry

Wed 26 Feb, 12-1:30pm

Read more

Beyond tipping points: fire and 

the changing face of planet Earth

Tues 3 March, 6-7pm

Read more

News

Some say we've seen bushfires 
worse than this before. But they're 

ignoring a few key facts
Dr Joëlle Gergis and A/Prof Geoff Cary, The 

Conversation, 14 Jan

Australia has a long history of bushfires. But 

several factors make eastern Australia’s recent 

crisis different to infamous bushfires in the 

past. Read article

Many of our plants and animals 
have adapted to fires, but now the 

fires are changing
A/Prof Cris Brack, The Conversation, 21 Jan

Australia is a land that has known fire. But the 

pattern of fires is changing too fast for our native 

flora and fauna to adapt and survive.

Read article

How to protect yourself and 
others from bushfire smoke

Including resources by Prof Sotiris Vardoulakis, 

15 Jan 

Bushfire smoke comes from burning forests, 

trees and grass. Very small particles (measured 
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as PM2.5) in the smoke are invisible, but can 

affect our health as they are inhaled deeper into 

the lungs. Read more

Climate adaptation is not a far-off 
idea - it's here and it affects us all

By A/Prof Lauren Rickards and Prof Mark 

Howden, SMH, 11 Jan

To manage increasingly frequent and intense 

climatic extremes, Australians need to embark on 

a serious program of climate change adaptation. 

So what does this mean? Read more

Tackling climate change in a 'post-
truth' world

By Prof Quentin Grafton & Prof Tom Kompas, 

Policy Forum, 22 Jan

Debunking the political ‘post-truths’ of climate 

change, Quentin Grafton and Tom Kompas 

explain how illogical and contrary to self-interest 

it would be for Australia not to do more to reduce 

its emissions and support global action. 

Read article

Hot and bothered: heat affects all 
of us, but older people face the 

highest health risks
By Dr Arnagretta Hunter, The Conversation,

31 Dec 2019

Heat is the natural hazard associated with 

the highest mortality in Australia. In the past 

century we’ve seen a significant increase in 

the number, intensity and duration of 

heatwaves during our summers. Read article

Fact checking Angus Taylor: does 
Australia have a climate change 

record to be proud of?
Featuring Prof Frank Jotzo, The Guardian,

31 Dec 2019

On a day of extraordinary bushfires the energy 

minister argued that the country has ‘strong 
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targets, clear plans and an enviable track record’ 

on reducing emissions. Is he right? Read article

How an Aussie invention could 
soon cut 5% of the world's 
greenhouse gas emissions

By Prof Andrew Blakers, The Conversation,

16 Jan

In the 1980s, a global race was underway: to find 

a more efficient way of converting energy from 

the sun into electricity. Some 30 years ago, our 

research team at the University of New South 

Wales (UNSW) came up with a breakthrough, 

called the PERC silicon solar cell. Read more

Other news
Forget a 'new normal': Experts say Australia's worst bushfires still lie ahead, with commentary by Prof 

Mark Howden, 18 Jan

Climate affects us all: ACT's climate council responds to the climate emergency, Prof Penny Sackett, 22 

Jan

Heat kills. We need consistency in the way we measure these deaths, Dr Thomas Longden, 31 Jan

Scientists hate to say 'I told you so'. But Australia, you were warned, Emeritus Prof Will Steffen, 22 Jan

Nine things you love that are being wrecked by climate change, Dr Rod Lamberts, 25 December

Promising future for renewable energy in Australian agribusiness, with commentary by Prof Kenneth 

Baldwin, 1 Feb

Experts warn extreme bushfire weather risk growing, with commentary by Prof Mark Howden, 31 Dec 

2019

Our Future || A new electricity grid for a new climate era, Dr Bjorn Sturmberg, 3 Feb 

Other events
Australian Climate Action Summit Tues 11 Feb
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