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Dear Paris  

One of the many tragedies of COVID-19 is the fact that it has distracted our 

attention away from so many other important issues which require urgent 

action. One example is that for many of us last summer’s terrible bushfires can 

seem like a distant memory. There's absolutely no doubt that climate change 

was a major factor in contributing to the unprecedented severity of the 

fires. Last week, I presented at the Senate Inquiry into Bushfires in Australia, 

and highlighted that even as climate change continues to pose an increasing 

challenge to our way of life, funding for climate research has plummeted over 

the last decade.  Now unprecedented wildfires are ravaging the Arctic, fuelled 

by record-breaking temperatures, a story which is receiving almost no media 

attention here in Australia. 

  

If, like many of us, you’re struggling with how to respond to continuing bad news 

such as this, it can seem easier to disengage from the issue. But in fact, 

evidence shows that that there are various approaches that can help us cope 

and participate in societal change to address the issue. Later this month we'll 

be hosting a webinar to discuss strategies for emotional well-being in the face 

of climate change, with clinical psychologists Dr Susie Burke and Dr Bronwyn 

Gresham.   

  

In other news, as we grapple with how best to develop effective policy 

responses to climate change, the world's largest study to date on carbon pricing 

highlights that it is an effective mechanism for reducing greenhouse gas 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6854647/climate-research-has-plummeted-over-last-decade/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2020/07/29/arctic-climate-change-hastens/
https://www.psychology.org.au/for-the-public/Psychology-topics/Climate-change-psychology/Climate-change
https://climate.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/climate-change-strategies-emotional-wellbeing
https://climate.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/climate-change-strategies-emotional-wellbeing
https://theconversation.com/carbon-pricing-works-the-largest-ever-study-puts-it-beyond-doubt-142034


 

emissions. Clearly at the moment there are major political barriers 

to implementing carbon pricing in Australia, but as the response to COVID 

shows, we should not discount the fact that sometimes windows for policy 

change can open up unexpectedly. 

  

Finally, we’re opening registrations for two new professional short courses on 

climate and energy change and ANU will also be hosting a webinar to discuss 

options for postgraduate study on climate and energy change later this month. 

  

 Regards, 

Professor Mark Howden 

Director, Climate Change Institute 

   

 

Online events 

 

 

Reducing emissions on the land: 

incentives and regulation 

Tues 4 Aug, 12:30 - 1:30 pm 

More details 

 

COVID-19 and Climate Change: 

Pacific impacts and climate 

negotiations 

Thurs 6 Aug, 12pm - 1pm 

More details 

 

https://climate.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/online-professional-short-course-climate-essentials-agriculture
https://energy.anu.edu.au/education/professional-short-courses
https://climate.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/master-climate-change-master-energy-change-webinar-anu-virtual-open-week
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/7972/webinar-reducing-emissions-land-incentives-and-regulation
https://anu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_icUAK1mmSz-dXkFncOjUUw


 

Body Count: How Climate Change 

is Killing Us 

Thurs 6 Aug, 6pm - 7pm 

More details 

 

Requiem for a Reef 

Thurs 13 Aug, 11:30am 

More details 

 

 

How to Talk About Climate 

Change in a Way That Makes a 

Difference 

Thurs 20 Aug, 6pm - 7pm 

More details 

 

Climate change - Strategies for 

emotional wellbeing 

Thurs 20 Aug, 12pm - 1pm 

More details 

 

 

Progressing your career with 

postgraduate study on climate 

and energy change  

Mon 24 Aug, 4pm - 5pm 

More details 

 

Evolving the grid: Smart 

orchestration for 21st century 

electricity systems 

Tues 25 Aug, 12pm - 12:50pm 

More details 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/in-conversation-with-paddy-manning-tickets-113854206998
https://canberraglassworks.com/visit/events/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/in-conversation-with-rebecca-huntley-tickets-115005731238
https://anu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3VWyMhjVQ8-RBBgU_J-zsQ
https://climate.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/master-climate-change-master-energy-change-webinar-anu-virtual-open-week
https://bsgip.com/news-events/events/evolving-the-grid/


 

News 

 

 

Governments must prepare 

communities for inevitable coal 

phase out, experts warn 

Featuring Prof Frank Jotzo and Dr Rebecca 

Colvin, Renew Economy, 28 July 

Governments must proactively prepare workers 

and communities as part of a ‘just transition’ in 

response to an inevitable phase out of coal mines 

and power stations, leading energy and climate 

policy experts have warned. 

Read more 

 

   
 

 

 

Carbon pricing works: the largest-

ever study puts it beyond doubt 

By Assoc Prof Paul Burke, Prof Frank Jotzo, and 

Dr Rohan Best, The Conversation, 14 July 

Putting a price on carbon should reduce 

emissions, because it makes dirty production 

processes more expensive than clean ones, 

right? The largest-ever study on this topic 

confirms this. 

Read more 

 

   
 

 

The climate won't warm as much 

as we feared - but it will warm 

more than we hoped 

Co-authored by Prof Eelco Rohling, The 

Conversation, 23 July 

We know the climate changes as greenhouse 

gas concentrations rise, but the exact amount of 

expected warming remains uncertain. 

Read more 

https://reneweconomy.com.au/governments-must-prepare-communities-for-inevitable-coal-phase-out-experts-warn-29138/
https://theconversation.com/carbon-pricing-works-the-largest-ever-study-puts-it-beyond-doubt-142034?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2014%202020%20-%201676716165&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2014%202020%20-%201676716165+CID_d08c65d67157eaa6ccc6eda827f44e75&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Carbon%20pricing%20works%20the%20largest-ever%20study%20puts%20it%20beyond%20doubt
https://theconversation.com/the-climate-wont-warm-as-much-as-we-feared-but-it-will-warm-more-than-we-hoped-143175?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2023%202020%20-%201684716254&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2023%202020%20-%201684716254+CID_83c47c312469d19e64901dfb5a88b8a3&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=The%20climate%20wont%20warm%20as%20much%20as%20we%20feared%20%20but%20it%20will%20warm%20more%20than%20we%20hoped


 

 

   
 

 

 

More than 200 prominent 

Australians issue urgent call to 

act on climate 

Featuring Dr Arnagretta Hunter and Dr John 

Hewson, Renew Economy, 24 July 

A group of more than 200 leading Australians, 

including leading scientists and academics, 

business and community leaders, former 

politicians and rockstars have issued an urgent 

call to action on major threats to humanity’s 

future, including global warming. 

Read more 

 

   
 

 

 

Owners of electric vehicles to be 

paid to plug into the grid to help 

avoid blackouts 

By Dr Björn Sturmberg, The Conversation, 8 July 

This new project could mean electric vehicles 

owners earn more money than they’re likely to 

pay for charging their electric vehicles. 

Read more 

 

   
 

 

 

ANU researchers set new solar-to-

hydrogen efficiency record 

The Energy Change Institute, 27 July 

Researchers at The Australian National 

University (ANU) have achieved a new efficiency 

record for hydrogen cells that can convert water 

into hydrogen simply using sunlight. 

Read more 

 

   
 

https://reneweconomy.com.au/more-than-200-prominent-australians-issue-urgent-call-to-act-on-climate-51524/
https://theconversation.com/owners-of-electric-vehicles-to-be-paid-to-plug-into-the-grid-to-help-avoid-blackouts-132519
https://energy.anu.edu.au/news-events/anu-researchers-set-new-solar-hydrogen-efficiency-record


 

 

Climate research has 'plummeted' 

over last decade 

Featuring Prof Mark Howden, The Canberra 

Times, 29 July 

The Climate Change Institute Director told a 

Senate Inquiry examining the 2019-20 bushfires 

that at a time when Australia is experiencing 

increasing impacts of climate change, research 

on the topic has fallen. 

Read more 

 

   
 

 

Professional short courses 

 

 

Climate Essentials for Agriculture 

28 Sept - 1 Oct 

Join us for this short course, designed to provide 

an overview of the latest developments around 

climate change for those working in agriculture 

and on food security. It will cover both climate 

impacts and how the agricultural section can 

respond.   

Learn more 

 

Energy Essentials for Professionals 

30 Oct - 6 Nov  

This tailored course is aimed at professionals 

across government and industry who are 

interested in the energy transition, and seek an 

overview of the latest trends in energy 

technology, economics, and policy. 

Learn more 

 

Event recordings 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6854647/climate-research-has-plummeted-over-last-decade/?cspt=1596065847|923f22b06e5bf8a240e9dc61c20467d8
https://climate.anu.edu.au/online-professional-short-course-climate-essentials-agriculture
https://energy.anu.edu.au/education/professional-short-courses


 

 

COVID-19 and Climate Change 

- Health implications 

In this webinar, environmental health 

researcher Dr Aparna Lal, and cardiologist Dr 

Arnagretta Hunter discuss the health implications 

of COVID-19 and climate change, and any 

learnings we can apply to addressing the health 

impacts of climate change. 

Watch here 

 

Zero emission buses - An examination of 

electric and hydrogen options 

This presentation focuses specifically on the 

deployment of zero emission buses in the 

Australian context. The presentation will conclude 

by considering the potential implications of 

COVID-19 on ZEB deployment, and on transport 

behaviour more broadly.  

Watch here 

 

Videos and podcasts 

 

 

New Horizons: Sustainability and Justice 

Assoc. Prof Janet Hunt explores the opportunity 

and process freedoms that Indigenous people 

might experience in relation to three scales of 

renewable energy development. 

Listen here 

 

Gas, renewables, and Australia's energy 

future 

Have a listen to our latest episodes from the 

Climate Update podcast, where we discuss the 

latest in climate change news and research with 

leading researchers from the Australian National 

University. 

Listen here  

Other news 

Pocket Guide to the Architecture and Processes of the UNFCCC, co-authored by Dr Ian Fry, July 2020 

What route should Australia’s technology roadmap take for domestic clean energy industries Policy 

Forum, Llewellyn Hughes and Jorrit Gosens, 24 July 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change appoints two ANU researchers to its synthesis report team, 

featuring Prof Frank Jotzo and Prof Mark Howden, 23 July 

https://climate.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/covid-19-and-climate-change-health-implications
https://bsgip.com/news-events/events/zero-emission-buses/
https://caepr.cass.anu.edu.au/news/janet-hunt-presents-human-development-and-capabilities-association-conference
https://climate.anu.edu.au/news-events/news/gas-renewables-and-australias-energy-future-climate-update-podcast
https://ecbi.org/sites/default/files/UNFCCC%20Architecture%20and%20Processes%202020.pdf
https://www.policyforum.net/australias-technology-roadmap/
https://climate.anu.edu.au/research/research-stories/intergovernmental-panel-climate-change-appoints-two-anu-researchers-its


 

Climate change and fires’ ‘unequivocal link’, Whitsunday Times, featuring Prof Mark Howden 

Methane gap: EU criticised for lack of action over greenhouse gas, Al Jazeera, featuring Prof Frank Jotzo 

Solar PV panel waste will not become a significant problem, Renew Economy, featuring Prof. Andrew 

Blakers, 20 July 

Hydrogen: The great energy hope, or a whole lot of hype?, Renew Economy, featuring research by Cheng 

Cheng, 15 July 

Build back better: climate and community are critical to equity in pandemic recovery, Croakey, featuring 

Prof Sharon Friel 

What can cities in the Asia Pacific learn about implementing effective renewable energy policies?, new 

research funded 

 

Other initiatives and events 

Canberra parents, carers and educators asked to contribute to children's book on bushfire smoke 

Call for innovators and changemakers for the Canberra Innovation Network's ZeroCO2 Hackathon - 18 to 

27 August 

Disasters as Transformative Opportunities: Indigenous Australians and Taiwanese communities 

recovering and rebuilding stronger, webinar by the ANU Disaster Risk Science Institute, 12pm - 1:30pm 

Wednesday 12 August 

Heat waves and heat stress: the role of urban greening in planning for a rapidly warming world, webinar by 

the ANU Disaster Risk Science Institute, 1pm - 2pm Wednesday 19 August  

Applications open: $20,000 GPG Australia Hydrogen Scholarship in the Hydrogen Economy 

Follow the newly launched ANU Institute for Water Futures on Twitter 

Watch the event recording for RSES Seminar Series: Extreme Wildfire Developments with Prof Jason 

Sharples 

 

 

https://www.whitsundaytimes.com.au/news/climate-change-and-fires-unequivocal-link/4067364/?cspt=1596065819|400c37eaf3ab69a131a8aab9bed6af79
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/methane-gap-eu-criticised-lack-action-greenhouse-gas-200717064708639.html
https://reneweconomy.com.au/solar-pv-panel-waste-will-not-become-a-significant-problem-98181/'
https://reneweconomy.com.au/hydrogen-the-great-energy-hope-or-a-whole-lot-of-hype-16691/
https://croakey.org/build-back-better-climate-and-community-are-critical-to-equity-in-pandemic-recovery/
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/news/7988/regnet-scholars-awarded-apip-grant
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6858213/the-story-of-canberras-bushfire-smoke/?cspt=1596417654|6d9a3207a0bd8d93a741f77a55a2653f
https://cbrin.com.au/zeroco2-hackathon-2020/
https://cbrin.com.au/zeroco2-hackathon-2020/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/drsi-special-event-disasters-as-transformative-opportunities-tickets-113852439712
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/drsi-special-event-disasters-as-transformative-opportunities-tickets-113852439712
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/susan-l-cutter-seminar-heat-waves-and-heat-stress-by-prof-claudia-baldwin-tickets-114222534676
https://energy.anu.edu.au/education/scholarships/global-power-generation-australia-scholarship-hydrogen-economy
https://twitter.com/ANUWaterFutures
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qt_HTXgLg7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qt_HTXgLg7Q

