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Dear reader  

As the world grapples with the impacts of COVID-19, it’s all too easy to be distracted from 

what’s happening in the climate and energy space. Sadly evidence of climate change is 

continuing to mount, with news that the Great Barrier Reef is experiencing the most 

widespread bleaching ever recorded - the third event in five years, allowing the corals no 

time to recover.  Last week it was announced that the next round of the UN Climate Talks, 

COP26, which were due to take place in Scotland in November, have been postponed until 

2021 due to coronavirus. This will delay progress on emission-reduction, making 

achievement of the Paris Agreement goals even more difficult.  

There’s already been plenty of commentary about how the virus can drive our responses to 

climate change. There is still obviously a huge amount of uncertainty about how successful 

different approaches to managing COVID-19 will be in protecting global health and our 

economies. But in time, as it becomes clearer what has worked well in mobilising 

communities to act, we hope to be able to highlight some of these learnings and discuss 

how they can be applied to address climate change. 

In the meantime, like many of you, staff at the Climate Change Institute and Energy 

Change Institute have transitioned to working from home, adapting to the new way of 

working. We’re in the process of replacing in-person events with a program of online 

webinars. We are also particularly excited to be leading the ANU transition to below zero 

emissions. This world leading initiative is still in its infancy but promises to be incredibly 

productive as it merges research and teaching with on-campus mitigation of greenhouse 
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gas emissions and carbon drawdown. We’ll be sure to keep you updated on new 

developments as they progress.  

 

Regards, 

 

Professor Mark Howden 

Director, Climate Change Institute 

   

 

Online events 

 

 

Response of El Niño/La Niña to 

greenhouse warming 

Thurs 16 April, 1pm 

More details 

 

Variable Generation, Flexible 

Demand: The California 

experience 

Wed 15 April, 12-1pm 

More details 
 

 

News 

 

Our social identity shapes how we 

feel about the Adani mine – and it 

makes the energy wars worse 

By Dr Rebecca Colvin, The Conversation, 

25 March 

Australia has the technology to move from fossil 

fuels to renewable energy, but the social 

dynamics remain challenging. The Stop Adani 

protest convoy during the 2019 federal election 

campaign brought this difficulty to the fore.  

https://climate.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/response-el-ni%C3%B1ola-ni%C3%B1a-greenhouse-warming
https://anu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Mz6v2-_HQgS7aAMek5sR8w


 

Read more 

 

   
 

 

 

A major scorecard gives the 

health of Australia’s environment 

less than 1 out of 10 

By Prof Albert Van Dijk, Dr Luigi Renzullo, Dr 

Marta Yebra & Shoshana Rapley, The 

Conversation, 30 March 

The report for 2019 reveals the worst 

environmental conditions in many decades, 

perhaps centuries, and confirms the devastating 

damage global warming and mismanagement are 

wreaking on our natural resources. 

Read article 

   
 

 

 

Bushfire smoke: 417 deaths 

attributable to summer fires 

Featuring Prof Sotiris Vardoulakis, Medical 

Journal of Australia, 23 March 

More than 400 deaths and 3000 hospitalisations 

may be attributable to the bushfire smoke that 

shrouded Australia’s eastern states over the 

recent summer, researchers report. 

Read more 

 

   
 

 

Sorry to disappoint climate 

deniers, but coronavirus makes 

the low-carbon transition more 

urgent 

By Dr John Hewson, The Conversation, 6 April 

Climate deniers have been hanging out for the 

UNs’ next big summit to fail. But there is every 

reason to expect that the virus crisis will 

strengthen and accelerate the imperative to 

transition to a low-carbon world by mid-century. 

https://theconversation.com/our-social-identity-shapes-how-we-feel-about-the-adani-mine-and-it-makes-the-energy-wars-worse-133686
https://theconversation.com/a-major-scorecard-gives-the-health-of-australias-environment-less-than-1-out-of-10-133444?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20March%2030%202020%20-%201577915103&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20March%2030%202020%20-%201577915103+CID_27d9a63a7e4931b77fb9f83fc6dee08e&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=A%20major%20scorecard%20gives%20the%20health%20of%20Australias%20environment%20less%20than%201%20out%20of%2010
https://insightplus.mja.com.au/2020/11/bushfire-smoke-417-deaths-attributable-to-summer-fires/


 

Read article 

   
 

 

 

5 big environment stories you 

probably missed while you've 

been watching coronavirus 

By Dr Rob Lamberts and Dr Will J Grant, The 

Conversation, 8 April 

While we’ve all been deep in the corona-hole, the 

climate crisis has been ticking along in the 

background, and there are many things you may 

have missed. 

Read article 

   
 

 

 

If you're worried about bushfires 

but want to keep your leafy 

garden, follow these tips 

By Prof Philip Gibbons and A/Prof Geoff Cary, 

1 April 

A home without trees and shrubs around it is the 

safest option during a bushfire. But realistically, 

many people will want to retain some vegetation. 

And there are ways to do this sensibly. 

Read more 

 

   
 

 

 

How magnesium could help cut 

carbon emissions from concrete 

Featuring research by Dr Anna Herring 

Concrete contributes about eight percent of the 

world’s carbon footprint – around 3 billion tonnes 

of carbon dioxide – but research into a new type 

of concrete that actually traps carbon could cut its 

emissions drastically. 

Read article 

   
 

 

Event recordings 
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https://theconversation.com/if-youre-worried-about-bushfires-but-want-to-keep-your-leafy-garden-follow-these-tips-130876
https://physics.anu.edu.au/news_events/?NewsID=185


 

 

Australia's Environment Report 

An overview of the state of Australia's 

environment in 2019. Presented by a team of 

ANU Researchers, this briefing discusses 

environmental changes in 2019 across fields 

including biodiversity, vegetation, oceans, fire, 

people, and more. 

Watch here 

 

Australia's black summer and the connection 

to human-caused climate change 

The first of the Research School of Earth 

Science's seminar series for 2020, this online 

event is presented by Prof Nerilie Abram. 

Watch here 

 

 

Australia's energy future  

Prof Ken Baldwin, says Australia has the 

potential to become a renewable energy 

superpower and transform what it exports to the 

Asia-Pacific region, and outlines several 

scenarios in this online seminar. 

Watch here 

 

Climate Update 2020 - Melbourne 

An overview of how our climate is changing, 

and  possible responses in terms of wellbeing, 

justice and decarbonisation. Diverse researchers 

and practitioners discussed options for 

responding across the health, legal, social 

services, energy and land sectors among others. 

Watch here 

 

Videos and podcasts 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jpTK7cbhlhc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9KpHmVeOq4
https://energy.anu.edu.au/news-events/australias-energy-future
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTsGve8_YQU&list=PLd4bzJpdt1R6onfdiIXnyHfRDH0pR4jKx


 

 

Climate Update 2020 

 

A short statement by Prof Mark Howden on the 

state of the climate, and what is needed to 

support strong action on climate change. 

Watch here 

 

Indian Ocean phenomenon spells climate 

trouble for Australia 

Prof Nerilie Abram presents new research, which 

found a worrying change in the Indian Ocean's 

surface temperatures puts southeast Australia on 

course for increasingly hot and dry conditions. 

Watch here  

 

 

Sparking Change: What we can learn from 

Australia's catastrophic bushfires 

Featuring an interview with Prof Jamie Pittock, 

this episode discusses how the 2019-20 

Australian bushfires impacted the country's 

ecosystems, people, and politics. 

Listen here 

 

Why the coronavirus pandemic could be good 

news for the environment 

This episode of ABC Radio's podcast Pacific 

Beat features an interview with Dr Emma Aisbett 

discussing the decline in emissions due to 

COVID-19. 

Listen here  

Other news 

Climate change and the people's health: the need to exit the consumptagenic system, by Prof Sharon 

Friel, 20 Feb 

Australia must hit net zero by 2050 to meet Paris: scientists, with commentary by Emeritus Prof Will 

Steffen, 24 Feb 

National approach 'urgently needed' for smoke pollution, with commentary by Prof Sotiris Vardoulakis, 24 

Feb 

'Expensive and underperforming': energy audit finds gas power running well below capacity, with 

commentary by Hon A/Prof Hugh Saddler, 8 March 

Bold action needed to address Vietnam's air pollution, by Dr Thang Nam Do, 24 March 

Call for a Global Plan for Human Survival, prepared by ANU researchers, 28 March 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Vel8hp_BKA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29WAjPwzO58
https://soundcloud.com/climatereadypodcast/sn3episode8
https://www.abc.net.au/radio-australia/programs/pacificbeat/coronavirus-is-leading-to-emission-reductions/12101786
https://climate.anu.edu.au/news-events/news/climate-change-and-people%E2%80%99s-health-need-exit-consumptagenic-system
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/australia-must-hit-net-zero-by-2050-to-meet-paris-scientists-20200224-p543ss.html
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2020/212/8/bushfire-smoke-urgent-need-national-health-protection-strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/mar/08/expensive-and-underperforming-energy-audit-finds-gas-power-running-well-below-capacity
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/03/25/bold-action-needed-to-address-vietnams-air-pollution/
http://humansforsurvival.org/node/84


 

Carbon emissions will drop, but experts fear 'revenge pollution', with commentary by Hon. A/Prof Hugh 

Saddler and Prof Frank Jotzo, 29 March 

Flame retardants: how Australian universities are responding to the bushfires, with commentary by Prof 

Mark Howden, 2 April 

While we fixate on coronavirus, Earth is hurtling towards a catastrophe worse than the dinosaur extinction, 

Dr Andrew Glikson, 3 April 

 

Other initiatives and events 

Call for contributions - Cyclone baby study to help pregnant women during disasters, ANU 

Climate Sign Archive, project by Dr Anna Raupach, ongoing 

Overview of the IPCC Special Report on the Oceans and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate, Earth 

Systems and Climate Change hub, 21 April 
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