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Dear reader

Every year, the world's governments come together to negotiate stronger action on climate

change as part of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.  This

year these negotiations (COP25) were due to happen in Santiago from 2nd December, but

last week Chile pulled out of hosting the talks because of civil unrest, with scores of people

tragically killed or injured.  Luckily Spain is stepping in to host the conference in Madrid on

the same dates.  We're hopeful that all government delegations will still be able to attend

as action on climate change is urgent.  Several ANU researchers were also planning to be

there - we're anticipating that they will be able to attend the COP in Madrid and be in a

position to share their experiences and analysis at a public lecture at ANU in the week of

16th December. 

An area of growing emphasis for the ANU Climate Change Institute (CCI) is the

interactions between climate change and public health.  Climate change has been

identified as the biggest global health threat of the 21st century, with impacts across

multiple fields including heat stress, sustainable nutrition, tropical and vector-borne

diseases, air pollution and access to clean water.   Addressing climate change has

numerous health benefits, for example reduced combustion of fossil-fuels reduces air

pollution and hence respiratory and cardiovascular conditions.   Active transport (walking

and cycling) fostered by climate-sensitive development can help reduce obesity, diabetes,

a range of cancers and cardiovascular disease. The Launch of the MJA-Lancet Countdown

Report 2019 in Canberra will discuss what Australia has and hasn't done to tackle climate

change impacts.   In partnership with other ANU institutions, the CCI is also advocating for

more research funding in this vital field. 

I'd like to congratulate the University of Cambridge for their new initiative Cambridge Zero. 

As part of this, Cambridge has committed to reduce its energy-related carbon emissions to

absolute zero by 2048, with a steep 75% decrease on 2015 emissions by 2030.   Many

other universities are also moving to announce net zero carbon emissions targets,
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including Monash University which has committed to reach this goal by 2030.  

Lastly there are some great climate and energy related events coming up over the next

month plus, if you're interested in building your skills and knowledge on climate and

energy, do consider our one day introductory professional short course, Climate

Essentials or more in-depth study via a Master of Climate Change or Master of Energy

Change. 

Regards,

Professor Mark Howden

Director, Climate Change Institute

 

Events

Requiem for a Reef
Wed 13 Nov, 7.30-8.30pm

And 18-24 Nov, 10-4pm

Read more

What Australia has & hasn't done
to tackle climate change
impacts on human health

Launch: MJA-Lancet Countdown Report 2019

Fri 15 Nov, 3.30-5.00pm

Read more

Extinction thwarted: Surviving
global warming

Thurs 14 Nov, 5.30-7.00pm

Read more

Overcoming fossil fuel resistance
to climate action: Lessons from

the US
Thurs 28 Nov, 6-7.30pm

Read more
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ANU Energy Update 2019
Mon 2 Dec, 8.30am-5.10pm

Read more

Transitioning to net zero
emissions: What can we learn

from the Swedish model?
Wed 4 Dec, 4pm-5.15pm

Read more

ACT Govt / ANU Solar Oration
Mon 2 Dec, 6-7:40pm

Read more

Professional Short Course:
Climate Essentials

Mon 9 Dec, 8.30am-5.15pm

Read more

News
Greenhouse gas emissions from

diesel vehicles cancelled out cuts
from renewable energy

Featuring Honorary A/Prof Hugh Saddler, The
Guardian, 2 Nov

Greenhouse gas emissions from diesel vehicles
have risen sharply since 2011, effectively

cancelling out the cut in pollution from new
renewable energy.  Read article

 

Politicians must mine the divide
between coal lobbies and energy

companies
Dr Christian Downie, The Conversation, 23 Oct
It’s time we started talking about the principal

opponents to action on climate change – fossil
fuel industries. This article discusses strategies

policymakers can use to help overcome this type
of resistance. Read article

 

Global climate awareness soars
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but world still far off course on
actions, scientists say

Featuring Prof Mark Howden, The Straits Times,
22 Oct

The world is far from where it needs to be on
tackling climate change, but there are positive

signs. We need to highlight the benefits that arise
from effective climate action, not just the

costs.  Read article
 

The culprit behind east Australia's
big dry

Featuring A/Prof Nerilie Abram, Sydney Morning
Herald, 20 Oct

Conventional wisdom on the dominant influence
of El Nino on Australia's climate may

underestimate the impact of the Indian Ocean
Dipole. Read article

 

Double counting of emissions
cuts may undermine Paris climate

deal
Prof Frank Jotzo, The Conversation, 15 Oct

In the 4 years since the Paris climate agreement
was adopted, countries have debated how
emissions reduction should be tracked and

reported. One detail is particularly hard to resolve
and a weak result would threaten integrity of the

entire deal.  Read article
 

Fairy-wrens change breeding
habits in warmer weather
New ANU research released 15 Oct

Warmer temperatures linked to climate change
are having a big impact on the breeding habits of
one of Australia's most recognisable bird species,

according to ANU researchers. Read more

 

Other news
Government must declare a water emergency, says expert, Prof Quentin Grafton, 4 Nov
Australia's greenhouse gas emissions are peaking, Prof Andrew Blakers and Dr Matthew Stocks, 24 Oct
Thinking like a planet - environmental crisis and the humanities, Emeritus Prof Tom Griffiths, The
Conversation, 1 Nov
Telling the story of climate change: threat or emergency, and does it matter?  Dr Liz Boulton, 29 Oct

Other events
From the Green Bans to a New Green Deal, Patrick Troy Memorial Lecture, 7 November, 5.30-7.30pm
Saving People and the Planet:  Exiting the consumptagenic system,  Academy of Social Sciences 2019
Symposium, Tues 12 Nov, 8.45am-4.30pm
Connecting the Urban - Global perspectives and local initiatives, Tues 12 Nov, 6pm
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Superpower: Australia's Low Carbon Opportunity. In Conversation with Ross Garnaut, Mon 25 Nov, 6-7pm
Net Zero:  the UK's 2050 emissions target - view slides or listen to podcast
ANU Climate Update 2020, 12 Feb 2020 - save the date

Job Opportunities
A number of research roles are available with the new Institute for Water Futures
Communications Officer, ANU Climate Change Institute - to be advertised shortly.  Please email
climate@anu.edu.au if you’d like to be sent details when applications open.

Climate and energy education
Master of Climate Change and Master of Energy Change, domestic applications for Semester 1 2020
close on 19 Jan
Master of Energy Change scholarship - open for applications
Climate Essentials one day professional short course, 9 Dec
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